
 

               

WELCOME 

It has been a while since there has been a Yeovil Federation Newsletter!  I am intending to 
produce this once a term as a way to celebrate the successes and achievements across our 
schools as well as provide information about events planned within the Federation.  I look 
forward to receiving items about your school projects (with photos if possible) that have 
gone well or pleas for help!  Typically, the newsletter will be issued during the last week of 
the term and will have dates for the following term.  Any comments about what you would 
like to see in/how we could improve the newsletter gratefully received. 
Wishing you all a Peaceful and Joyous Christmas! 
Jackie Bachrach 
 

   
                              WANTED! Make a Difference Funding new 
  Ilchester Community Primary looking for    
  a clerk to the governors: 
  6 hours a week/ 18 meetings a year. 

Please contact:  
Nick Heath 01935 840328 
 

 

 

New Federation Website! 

  At long last we have a new        

  Federation website…..there are still  

  some old photos on there but these              

   will be replaced over time. Please  

  have a look and let me know what   

  you think….. 

  www.yeovilfederation.co.uk  

 

                    Make a Difference      

                     Funding news..... 

 St. Gildas Primary school 

 Make a difference funding has been used to supply      

 Mathletics and Spellodrome for the whole    

 school.  Children and parents are enjoying using these   

 at home to support Maths and Spelling teaching and  

 progress.  New online library system is up and  

 running which used Make a difference funding last   

 year.  Children are being trained to  

 scan their own books and use online  

 programme to monitor reading  

 habits and complete blogs.  

          St. Margaret’s CE VA Primary School    

  Successful bid to improve mental well-being in  

  school by supporting the training of a second ELSA  

  and supporting a Thrive Practitioner.  

  If anyone wants further information please feel free    

  to contact us. 

                                Lesley McDonald  01935 822686 
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Foreign Language Workshop Event – November ‘17 

 

 

In November, Westfield Academy welcomed Year 4 pupils from local Primary Schools 
to a languages workshop. Run by Preston School & Westfield Academy language 
students the aim was to introduce foreign language learning in an interactive and fun 
way.  Pupils took part in games and activities in Italian, Spanish, French and Mandarin.  
Many thanks to Adele Sampson and Emma Stirzaker for coordinating the event.  
 
The MFL Network Group meets termly to support the teaching of MFL across all phases.  Please contact Adele Sampson  
ASampson1@educ.somerset.gov.uk for more details. 
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Yeovil Federation Dates 

Spring Term 2018 

 Tuesday 16th January - PFSA network meeting - 1.00pm at Fiveways School 
 

 Thursday 18th January - SENCO Network meeting (postponed from last term) - at 
Stanchester Academy 

 
 Tuesday 23rd January - Federation Steering Group meeting - 8.00am at Westfield 

Academy 
 

 Tuesday 23rd January - EYFS network meeting - 4.00pm at Milford Infant School 
 

 Monday 12th March- EAL Network meeting – at Fiveways 
 

  Tuesday 13th March - Federation Steering Group meeting - 8.00am at Westfield Academy 
 

 Tuesday 13th March – G&T Programme Presentation evening. Bucklers Mead Academy at 
4.30pm for parents and staff. 

 
  Thursday 15th March – SENCO Network meeting.1.30-3.00pm at Westfield Academy. 

 
  Thursday 22nd March - Federation Heads Meeting.  Westfield Academy. 4.00pm prompt 

start. 

 

           Team Around the School 

Referrals can be made using the Common 
Referral Form and should be sent to  
Jenny Hicks at least 7 days before the 
meeting. The BVPT is an integral part of  
the referral and Jenny is happy to organise 
FREE training or answer any questions  
about TAS -  JHicks@educ.somerset.gov.uk  
 
Spring Term meetings: 
At Oaklands- 18th January and 22nd  
                   February 
At Westfield -1st February and 8th March 
At Stanchester – 8th February and 22nd  
                   March  
 
 

CPD Opportunities.......... 
Primary Science network 
 Tuesday 06 /03/18 @ Frogmary Green 

Farm, South Petherton 

 Tuesdays 12/06/18 @ Oaklands 
Secondary Science network 

 Tuesday 13/03/18 @ Fiveways 

 Thursday 21/06/18 @ Fiveways 
Primary Science Conference.  

 Monday 19/03/18 @ Taunton Racecourse 

 Developing Role of Science Subject Leader. 
Friday 19/01/18 & Weds 23/05/18 @ 
Tiverton Hotel 

Secondary Science Conference 

 Feb 9 Science conference, Friday 
09/02/18 @ Taunton racecourse 

Other CPD 

 Theraplay. Friday 19/01/18 

 Good Autism Practice (AET Tier 2). 
Tuesday 27/02/18 @ Fiveways 

 
 

mailto:JHicks@educ.somerset.gov.uk


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CPD Opportunity.......... 

Following successful Bar Modelling courses presented to five federations of schools in 

Bristol and Wiltshire, Vaughan Hillier- Nickels would love to run a similar twilight to local 

schools. 

Here is a summary of the course which has been developed by the White Rose Maths Hub: 

Bar Modelling - A Powerful Approach to Mastery 

Summary of course 

This twilight (developed by White Rose Maths Hub) provides a deeper insight into Bar 

Modelling, including many chances to try this approach for yourself and see how and why 

it has such an impact on children and young people. 

Objectives: 

To allow delegates to become proficient in using Bar Modelling across a variety of 

mathematical concepts and in turn impact on their own teaching methods. To increase 

children’s ability to master new concepts and increase their confidence when solving more 

complex problems. 

Who is it aimed at?: 

KS1 and 2 teachers, Maths Leads 

Programme details: 

2 hours -2hours 15 minute session (including a short break) 

Contents: 

•              What are ‘bar models’?  

               Models that use a single bar 

               Models that use two or more bars 

•              Problem solving 

         Course leader 

Vaughan Hillier-Nickels is an SLE and CPD Lead for Wessex Teaching School and has run 

many courses for teachers and trainee teachers. More recently he has been delivering an 

IMPACT programme funded by Somerset LA to improve the quality of Maths teaching 

across the County. Vaughan also visited the White Rose Maths Hub this year to become a 

licensed trainer of the Bar Modelling Course. 

The costs will be between £40-£50 per delegate depending on demand. If your school is 

interested, please let Jackie Bachrach know asap with an approximate number of 

delegates you might send. If there is enough demand we will set a date and publicise to 

the event to everyone asap. 

 



 

 

 
                                                                  

SCHOOL DIRECT INITIAL TEACHER TRAINING 
 Following the success of School Direct PGCE training programme, run collaboratively by 

our two Yeovil-based teaching school, we are delighted to have been allocated our largest 
ever, combined total of 24 places for academic year 2018/19. 
 

 This is really good news for our local area and for the national ITT recruitment agenda; 
however, our capacity to accept this number of trainees is dependent upon local schools 
supporting our programme by offering placements to our trainees. 

 

 There is a statutory requirement that all trainees undertake placements in both KS1 and 
KS2, but, additionally these placements have to be in contrasting contexts.  Despite already 
having an extremely supportive partnership of school, we need to engage an even bigger 
and wider-ranging partnership 
 

WHY SCHOOLS SHOULD CONSIDER JOINING SCHOOL DIRECT? 
 It is recognised that, as a profession, we have a duty to support ITT to ensure there are 

future generations of high quality teachers for our schools.  Recruitment in this part of 
Somerset is becoming more challenging and increasingly more difficult to attract candidates 
from outside the area. 

 The School Direct training programme differs from other PGCE routes as it is designed for 
people already residing in the area and, for the most part, wish to remain.  This means the 
programme provides opportunities to ‘grow our own’ staff.  Since starting the programme in 
2014, we have been able to support recruitment in many schools with a good supply of 
NQT’s who already reside locally. 

 Whilst we realise that there is a commitment involved in training teachers, we recognise the 
considerable and valuable CPD opportunities ITT presents for staff and schools involved, as 
well as the contribution ITT makes on succession planning.  A payment is made to all 
placement schools to support time requirements and supply costs and training provided to 
support staff in school. 

 In order to ensure the partnership is as inclusive as possible, each year we invite schools to 
be part of trainee recruitment process by joining us for interview days to recruit trainees, 
mock interviews for existing trainees (often trainees are offered posts for September on the 
basis of these) and opportunities to deliver aspects of the bespoke training so that our 
trainees are taught by a range of excellent and current practitioners.  

 
For more information or to have an initial conversation please contact: 
 
Ian Baker - 01935 411384     or Andrea Fossey  - 01935 474984 

            
 

Do you know or have anyone in your school who is interested in training to be a 

teacher with School Direct? Applications are now being taken for 2018/19.  Details 

can be found on either of the Teaching School 

websites.  


